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MY CULTURE, MY FAMILy, ME !
MRS. NOLA MILLER

1ST GRADE

When preparing for this project I initially asked for an artifact (an
item)of importance. We all have things that have been handed down

and they hold special memories and special meanings to our families.
I was surprised that many of my students chose a person. Many of the

people they chose were grandparents. Their memories were tied to
the items they held special. They each felt love and admiration for

their family.  Even though the project was not where I wanted it to go,
it was a learning lesson of how important our families are to even the

youngest. They are part of their grandparents, and those who have
gone on . 

They will always have connections to our community, traditions, and
culture. They will always be loved. 

Nola Miller 
First Grade



grade

My Favorite Clothes
My grandma made my clothes for me. She

felt happy when she made them.
I felt excited when she gave them to me. I

wear my clothes for special times.
I feel very proud of my clothes. I am proud to

be an Indian.
Isaiah Lucero

7 years old 

My First Pow Wow Dress
My first pow wow dress was made by my mom. I was 4 years old

when she made it. I do not wear it anymore. I have a new dress.
When I look at my first dress, I feel happy. The flowers make me

feel excitement. Ta-ah mom for making my dress.
Maika Beartrack

6years old

My Shawl and Special Shoes
My grandma gave me my shawl. It

was my Little Grandma’s shawl.
The color is brown, and it is

special to me. When I wear my
shawl, I think of my village and

my village is so special. I think my
grandma made my shoes. I wear

them to go ring the bells for
grandma and grandpa. 

Sammie Gomez
6 years old

My Moccasins
My grandpa made them for me. I
wear them when I dance. When I
wear them, it makes me feel very

happy and proud. They are brown
and they fit me just right. They

were made just for me. 
Avery Montoya

6 years old



My Picture
My picture was special in my family because it

looked good. I drew my picture in 2023. It was a
stick man saying hi to a robot. It was the first

robot I made. I think I am an artist like my mom.
My grandma Mary was also a very good artist. I

remember a drawing that my grandma Mary
made. It was of a woman walking in flowers. It

makes me feel pretty good that I can draw like my
mom and grandma. I can draw really good and do

art.
Tonnar Holgate

7 years old 
Grandpa Dan

My grandpa Dan takes us places. We go to a picnic or
sometimes we practice the Turtle Dance.  He drums

for me so that I can learn the dance. Sometimes
grandpa talks to me in our language. I am practicing
how to say words. I am lucky to have my grandpa to

help learn about our traditions. I love him.
Henry Sanchez

6 years old

My Indian Dress
My dress was made for me by my

grandma Cruz. It is green with flowers.
It reminds me of the plants and the

flowers that were in our garden. The
flowers would bring so much beauty to
our garden. The flowers are not there.
Now they are gone. When I look at my

dress, I see them. 
Cecilia Lujan

6years old



My Blanket
This blanket is special because my grandma
gave it to me on my birthday. She has passed

away. When I see my blanket, it reminds me of
my grandma. We would spend the night

together. We would eat good snacks and watch
scary movies. I miss and I love her.

Mariah Lujan
7 years old

My Grandpa
My grandpa Floyd told
me that the word Kah

and the word Dahmah,
means mom and dad in

our Taos Pueblo
language. It is important

to me because it helps
me remember our

language. It helps me not
to forget. I love my

grandpa Floyd.
Cruzito Gonzalez-

Escobar

My Great Great Grandma
My great great grandma passed away
before I was born. Her dad was named

Aspen Song. My grandma taught my big
brother to paint and now he is teaching
us. It is important because it is part of

our tradition.
Amber Hise
7 years old

My Run
When it was Easter, I went to go run. I went

with my grandpa. We went to the pueblo to the
church and all the kids ran. When we finished,

they gave us baskets. When I ran, I felt very
happy. I also felt proud of being Taos Pueblo. 

Emiliana Martinez
6 years old



My Grandpa Dean
He helps me learn my language and helped

me wash my face when I was sick.
He loves me that is why he is helping me

learn. My grandpa is not well. He will 
be coming home soon. I want to tell him I

love him and miss him.
Zayan Trujillo

7 years old

My Grandpa’s Buffalo Head
The buffalo head is special to us because my

grandpa killed the buffalo. We had it for a long time.
Buffalo is special to our community. We have a

buffalo dance in our village every year. Maybe I can
dance with the buffalo head one day. 

Hugo Tedesco
7 years old 



Family Tradition
Lyla

On Halloween me and my family go trick or treating.
After we trick or treat, we make something like a big

orange cat or a black cat using the candies we got.  After
we do that, we take off our costumes and watch a movie.

After the movie we go to bed.                               
 On Valentine’s Day my family makes heart food. My mom

and I make the dessert, while my brother and my sister
make the dinner.

Family  Tradition
By Michael Cortez

For Christmas we eat a big dinner. We have
roasted and mash potatoes, chile, fry bread,

posole and tacos. For dessert we go outside and
start a bonfire and make roasted marshmallows.
Then we go inside and watch movies, wrapped up

in our blankets until midnight. We eat popcorn
and then we have a treat before we go to sleep.

In the morning we wake up and celebrate
Christmas with a good breakfast. After lunch we
open our presents. Sometimes Santa gets mixed
up with the houses and drops off our presents at
my auntie’s house. We go over there we stay and

eat crab legs. We open the presents there and then
we go home.

Family Tradition
BY Taliah Martinez

For Christmas we go to my grandma house to open
presents for Christmas. Then we eat the food that’s

on the table. We eat chile and chicken and then we eat
dessert.  We then go home to open the presents under

the Christmas tree.
  For Halloween We go to the plaza to trick-o-treat.

We get a lot of candy then we go home to eat the candy.
I eat a chocolate and my brother eats a lollipop

Welcome to         grade
Mr leroy martinez



Family Tradition
By David E Winters

For Christmas the first
thing we do is eat turkey,
ham, and mash potatoes.

Then we go to the bonfires
at the pueblo. While we are
there, we eat fry bread with

honey. After, we go home
and open presents one by

one. After we open presents,
we play bingo and watch tv.  

We watch football.
For new years we roast

marshmallows. We light
the fireworks then we go

inside to eat steak, shrimp,
and salad.  For dessert we

eat a pineapple upside down
cake and then we go to

sleep. 

Family Tradition
By Nicolaus Munoz

My family tradition is on
my brothers  birthday. We

eat some cake, we play
outside and then we watch
tv.  I get everybody a drink
then we go to the park. We

play tag in the park. My
brother wants to play
games and have some

more drinks and food. We
play a little bit more and

then I go read a book.
My family tradition on

Christmas is that we drink
hot cocoa. We open one

presents and, in the
presents, there is a box.

When I opened it, it was a
3D printer. I opened one

more and I got a Lego set.
For Christmas we watch a
Christmas movie, and we

open all the presents.



FAMILY TRADITION
By Mason Myers

 This is what I do for Thanksgiving, I go to my
grandma’s dad’s house and eat soup, turkey,

stuffing, and mash potatoes. Me my Aunty
practice baseball and me and my cousin, Sofia,
play games together. We play trouble and run
around the house. We go to sleep for a little bit

and wake up and watch tv and play more. We go
back home, and we go play at the park.

Me and my family go to pow wows and dance. Last
year I won 3rd place and got 40 dollars. Every

year we go to one in ABQ or Santa Fe or Taos. I am
a grass dancer, and my outfit is green, gold, and

black. 

By Holly Sanchez

My Family tradition is about New
Year’s. On New Year’s all my Family

members come to visit at my
grandma house. My cousin builds a

little bonfire for the children. and
my dad made a bigger bonfire for

the grownups.We roast
marshmallows and smores.  We
have frybread, chile, posole and

dessert. The most exciting part is
the fireworks, because they’re

beautiful and exciting. It gets cold
but my grandma brings out extra

blankets for in case we get cold. grade

Photo courtesy Google ; Etsy
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 WELCOME TO 4TH & 5TH GRADE               
MRS DARLENE ARCHULETA 

‘MY FAMILY TRADITIONS’

Family Traditions
My favorite family tradition is San Geronimo. The reason why I chose this

tradition is because we get to eat foods and spend time with our family and
see friends. I also chose this tradition because we get to wear traditional

clothes and we get to walk around and see what people are selling. We also
get to watch the clowns climb the pole. These are the reasons why San

Geronimo is my favorite family tradition.
Maranda Smallcanyon



BY, JAHKAYA MANUELITO 
My Family Tradition 

My favorite tradition is
San Geronimo Feast Day.
The reason I chose this

tradition is my family and I
get to learn how to cook

by the elders. I also chose
this tradition because we
cook our favorite foods  

like oven bread, red chile,
posole, prune pies and
fancy cookies. We also

wear shawls for the girls
and boys wear the wraps
for this tradition. These

are the reasons why San
Geronimo Feast Day is my
favorite family tradition . 

FAMILY TRADITIONS 
  My family tradition is San Geronimo Feast Day. The reason I chose
this tradition is because our family has a lot of food like chili, ham,

drinks and dessert. I also chose this tradition because my family has
a lot of fun celebrating Feast Day. We also go shopping to get ready
for Feast day and the running. These are the reasons why Feast Day

is my favorite family tradition.  
By: Caleb Sandy

My Family Traditions
The things we do for our family tradition is like New

Years Eve. We have a bonfire, have a barbecue with a
lot of food, we light fireworks and have a lot of fun

and go to a restaurant and eat. 
 For Christmas we open presents and have a lot of

food, we go to visit our families, open presents, me   
and my family go out of town, we stay at a hotel, we
buy some things and we just stay home after things

we did. 
For Thanksgiving we go to the Pueblo, there will

probably be a dance we will go see,  when the dance   
is over we go home, we have a feast, my grandpa will
come to Taos. He lives in Vanderwagen. When he is
coming to Taos he will stay for a little bit, take my

grandma with him because he has work and we watch
football with him. 

For Easter my family paints eggs and hides them
around our house, the family has to find them. The

egg might be real or have prizes like money or candy
and we go to our family and have Easter with them

then we have with our families, then we will probably
go to the mountains and go camping with family. 

For Halloween we dress up and get candy. I mostly go
get candy around the whole town and in the middle of

the night we go to a restaurant and I have like three  
bags of candy,  and I play games all night, if my

parents let me stay home from school and I eat the
candy while I’m playing games all night with my

friends.
By: Caleb Sandy

 



4th       &        5th                       
grade

Family Tradition 
  These are my family traditions on Thanksgiving and Christmas. I’m talking

about what we do on Thanksgiving, I’m also talking about what we do on
Christmas, what we have been doing since I was little and when my sister was

little. 

On Thanksgiving we have dinner at my house with me , my sister, Mom
and Dad, once that is over we go to my Uncle’s house for another dinner

with my cousin and other Aunts and Uncles it is very fun. We talk, play
games go for walks, and eat, once we eat everybody talks and hangs out

for awhile till everybody gets ready to go home after cleaning up and
once we get home we watch TV but by that time it’s almost 10 or 11,

sometimes we will go to my cousins house and we will hang out until 12
or 1 at midnight then the next day we just sleep. When we wake up we

clean and hang out.
On Christmas our traditions are about 2 weeks before Christmas, we put
up our Christmas tree and on Christmas Eve we go into the Pueblo watch

the dances and walk by the bonfires, it’s fun but kinda cold once we go
into Pueblo house we pass out presents that family got for us and we got

them and then we open them once that is done we thank everybody clean
up and then we all go home. On Christmas morning we go into the village
and feed once we are back we open presents then after that we get ready

to go into the village to watch the corn dance and deer dance that goes
on like all day. After that it’s very fun but allot of work on Christmas and
Thanksgiving. These are some of the things that we do on Christmas and

Thanksgiving.   By: Ruth Coriz

My Favorite Family Tradition
My favorite family tradition is Three Kings Day. The reason I chose this

tradition is because we get to eat fry bread, potato salad, chili and cabbage
stew. I like this tradition because, I like when people go around at night

dancing at everybody's houses and because I like to dress up in my
traditional clothing during the day. These are the reasons why Three Kings

Day is my favorite family tradition. 
By Ruth Coriz



My Favorite Family Tradition
My favorite family tradition is

Thanksgiving The reason I chose
this tradition is because I get to eat

and play with my  family. I also
chose this tradition because I get
to see my cousins again. We also

get to play tag outside with my
cousins. These are the reasons
why Thanksgiving is my favorite

family tradition. 
By: Lucius Munoz

Christmas
My favorite family tradition is

Christmas. The reason I chose this
tradition is because I get to go to

my Grandma’s house to eat dinner
and I get to see my Aunties too. We

also pray before we eat dinner. I
get to see m cousin Caleb and

hang out. These are the reasons
why Christmas is my favorite family

tradition .  
By: Otis Banteah Sandy  

Family Traditions 
  In this essay I’ll be explaining what my family

traditions are. For Chistmas, Easter, Thanksgiving
and Halloween. 

  During Christmas time, my dad goes and cuts
down a tree for our Christmas tree. Then on
Christmas Eve we go to my grandma’s house to
open presents but first we eat then we open
presents. 
  During Easter my family goes to my grandma’s
house so we could look for the eggs, but first we
have to wait in my grandma’s house until they‘re
done hiding eggs.
   During Thanksgiving my mom makes turkey for
everyone to eat and she makes mashed potatoes
and gravy with some jelly.
   During Halloween sometimes I wear last years
costume, or buy a new costume then I go trick or
treating and this year I got a full bag of candy. 
  I have written about my four family traditions. 
   By Otis Banteah Sandy   

Family Traditions 
 On Thanksgiving we go to our grandparents house

and my grandma has a long table so the whole family
gets to eat. One time my uncle brought a chicken for
my nephew and then we went the park and played
together and sometimes we played tag. Then we

went back to my grandparents house. Sometimes we
stay there. In the morning we get ready to go back to

our house. 

By: Atreyu Pino Family  Tradition:  
 My favorite family tradition  is Thanksgiving. The reason I chose this tradition is because I

get to visit my grandparents and family. I also chose this tradition because we help our
grandma cook and we also go to the park to play. These are the reasons why

Thanksgiving is my favorite tradition.  By: Atreyu



  Traditions 
Hunting has been a tradition that has been in my family for years. We travel to

my mom’s reservation in Fort Duchesne, Utah. That is the only place we can
hunt for free. 

    My Dad is an amazing hunter. Almost every Elk, Deer or Buffalo he aims for,
he hits! After the animal is shot, we drive close to the body and drag it to the
truck bed to find a better place to skin it. My Dad works on taking out all the

organs. He can take them all off while they’re connected to the esophagus! My
mother works on taking the head off the animal. Then they both help each

other take the legs off. You have to expose the meat to the air so it doesn’t rot.
You can’t leave it in the sun too long either. My mom’s tradition is to take the

eyes and bury them so your next animal can’t see you for your next hunt. Then
she            cuts a piece of its heart and leaves it in  a small tree as an offering to

an eagle for a thank you prayer. 
     I’ve loved hunting since I was tiny! My brothers would watch over me and

my parents would go hunt. When they came back with elk horns in the back, we
would run out  to them and congratulate them. Now they take me with them so
I can learn. One of my favorite parts is right after my dad shoots, we know we

got a kill!! My least favorite part is probably the inside body smell. It sticks
with me for a few days! Sometimes we don’t get anything the first time or later

on but we try again the next day because we don’t like coming home with
nothing. That is why we take two weeks off for it.

    I have grandparents on my moms side in Fort Duchesne so we like to visit
them. My Grandpa, who we visit is also an expert hunter. He is so good that my
dad looks up to him. After waiting and getting the animal fully processed, we
pack up our RV, say our goodbyes to my Mom and head home with coolers full
of wild game! Once we are home, my dad cooked up the meat we worked hard
for and we relive the memories together. I love this Tradition a lot. I hope I can
learn more and teach my son or daughter. If not I’ll teach a niece or nephew, or

Ruby’s kids!
Pretty Plume Rainer 

 

WELCOME TO 
MS JACQUELINE GRAHAM  

          
6th   & 7th  Grade



 6th GRADE  6th GRADE 
My Favorite Family Tradition
My favorite tradition is Thanksgiving
because it has delicious food.  My favorite
foods are Turkey, cranberry sauce,
mashed potatoes with gravy and corn.
Thanksgiving is the fourth Thursday in
November. It is one of the best days of
the year. It has all the elements of the
perfect holiday. You get to eat delicious
foods, spend time with family and friends,
and you don’t even have to leave the
house. Every family has their own unique
traditions, but for Thanksgiving we get to
enjoy turkey, mashed potatoes, which our
some of our favorites. No matter how you
celebrate, Thanksgiving is the perfect
way to kick off the holiday season. There
are plenty of reasons to love
Thanksgiving. What could be better than
an entire holiday revolves around food?
From turkey to pumpkin pie, there are so
many festive foods to choose from.
Thanksgiving dinner usually falls
somewhere in the middle of the day, so
you don’t even have to wait that long for
all the amazing food in my tradition. Every
family has their own unique way of
celebrating Thanksgiving. My family enjoys
watching certain movies and playing
competitive board games. Our family
traditions make Thanksgiving extra
special.    
   By  Ira H

My Favorite Tradition
My favorite family tradition is

Thanksgiving. Me and my family
celebrate Thanksgiving at my grandpa’s

house. Everyone starts to arrive at
about 12:00pm The first thing we do is
decorate the living room, and outside.

We decorate the tables with
Thanksgiving themed tableclothes,

napkins and plates. Then we put candy
on the table for everyone. We fill up

water balloons and put them outside
for everyone to enjoy. We set out the

game UNO for the older kids to play. Me
my Uncle and my cousins are usually the

ones that play UNO. Me, my sister and
my mom are the ones who do most of

the cooking. My grandma brings her
fried bread. My older sister puts on

music for everyone. Then we eat. When
the kids are done with their food, we
have a water ballon fight. The older

ones play UNO. The elders sit and talk
with each other. everyone usually stays

until dark, then we say our goodbyes.
I enjoy getting togehther with family. I
hope this tradition continues for many

generations to come.

 By Ruby Sprague   



My Family Traditions
My traditions with my family matter to us because it
makes us spend time with each other. My family and I
celebrate Christmas because Jesus Christ was born on
the 25th of December, which is Christmas Day. Before
Christmas, we make gingerbread houses and set up
decorations. On the morning of Christmas we wait for
our parents to wake up. Then we pass the presents with
our names on it and then we check in our stockings,
and then after Christmas we eat the gingerbread house.
  My family and I celebrate halloween but my grandma
doesn’t, because she thinks it supports the devil.
Anyway, people wear costumes to scare off bad spirits
but I don’t know why we get treats. During Halloween
we can’t set up decorations but we get to give out
candy. My family goes trick or treating with our cousins
in their neighborhood and we always see cool and scary
decorations. There was this one house that was my
favorite. It had a bunch of model trains on a decorated
table that had terrain with train tracks, and the trains
made noise.
Every weekend, my family and I have a movie night with
snacks in the living room. This is a treat because
normally we can’t have any food or drinks in the living
room. My family and I celebrate the Fourth of July
because of the fireworks. Last year we had firecrackers
and fountains. Last year we saw a few fireworks
because the trees  were covering the sky but in
California you could see a bunch. My Favorite things
about my family traditions are spending time with my
family during Christmas. I like trick-or-treating with them
on Halloween and seeing the train decorations.I like
watching the fireworks with the family and watching
movies with them in the living room. When I have kids I
want to share what I did with my family as a kid. I want
my kids to make gingerbread houses and be happy
during the holidays like I am. Im really happy with the
times I had with my family especially when we are
celebrating our family traditions. 
 By: Isaias Munoz 

 
 

My Family Traditions 
 Every 4th of July my grandma

throws a party! She cooks all day
for more than 30 people! The food
is always different. Sometimes we

have chili, spaghetti or hamburgers
with either rice, beans or salad.
People start to get there around
6:00. We sit around and talk for
fifteen minutes until the food is

ready. Everyone gets a plate and
enjoys the delicious food. After we
eat, we all help clean up.The kids

play games like tag, hide and seek,
go on walks or lay in the grass. The
adults sit around and talk until it

gets dark. Then we bring a big
bucket of water to the place where
we light the fireworks. We light all
the fireworks on the road. We do

this in case something goes wrong
with the fireworks. Everyone who
brought fireworks gets a chance to
light their own fireworks. We start
with the small fireworks,then we

slowly move up to the big
fireworks! I hope that my family

will choose to carry on this
tradition for the rest of my life. I
plan to carry on this tradition to

my children and I hope they carry
on the tradition to their children

and so on. 
By: Aleah Vigil  6th grade



My Family Traditions
My Tradition is fishing. My dad said my grandpa taught him
how to fish and what the fish like to eat. My dad taught

my brother how to fish. My big brother taught me how to
fish. He gave me his tackle box when I was 12. I really enjoy

going fishing whether it’s with someone or if I am by myself.  
Sometimes the water soothes me when I go fishing by

myself. When I’m with my friends it’s like I’m in a safe place.
If I have a kid or kids, I will give him or her the tackle box

and what I got from my brother. I will teach them how to
say fish, pool, hook, river and water in our Native language.
When I get old I hope I can help my kid or kids fish. I feel like

fishing is one of our family traditions, that I hope
continues on . This tradition means a lot to me.

Hunter Concha 6th   

6th 
grade

My Family Traditions
Something that my family has passed down is making jewelry. My grandpa makes turquoise

bracelets He taught my dad how to make his jewelry. My dad started making his own
jewelry when he was about 20 years old. I asked my dad to teach me how to make my own
jewelry when I was ten. He told me to pass on our tradition. I chose to teach my nephew

because he has been watching me, show him how to make jewelry. My nephew is eight. now he
knows how to make jewlery as well. I plan on continuing to teach whoever wants to learn

how to make jewlery. In turn I hope they continue to teach others as well.  
Another tradition I enjoy is Thanksgiving. What I like about this tradition is

the food. My favorite food is turkey. I like that we get to spend time with
family for Thanksgiving. My family plays video games and we sit and talk to
each other.  We also play board games. The best thing about Thanksgiving is

being with my family.
Elijah Pino   6th grade  



PHOTO COURTESY TAOS NEWS 2021

MY FAMILY TRADITIONS
 

 I like many of the Taos Pueblo Traditions. I feel honored that my dad was Warchief for
a year. He got to do alot of cultural traditions when he was the Warchief. I think the

best thing he got to do was go horseback riding in the mountains.  
We speak Tiwa here at Taos Pueblo. I am still learning how to speak it myself. I think

our language is important. You need to kow our language in order to become a
Warchief. When you hold a tribal position , Tiwa is the language mostly used to

communicate most of the time. It’s also important to learn your language and teach
your kids so the language doesn’t disappear. 

I like the traditional dances at Taos Pueblo. I like to watch the dances. I try to pay
extra attention so I can learn how to do them. My grandma used to dance for Pueblo.
My favorite dance is the Deer dance. I really like the location of Taos Pueblo. We have
mountains all around us I really like the mountains. I enjoy going up to the mountains

because of the fresh air we get to experience. It feels peaceful up there. I also like
when it rains or snows up in the mountains

I like our traditional food. My favorite food is our fry bread. I don’t know how to make
it, but my mom does. I hope to learn how to cook our  traditional food. Both my

parents know how to make it and I must admit, they are really good at it. I really hope
our traditions continue. I think it is important to keep our traditions going so our

traditional ways do not disappear.   
Jacob Gomez 6th grade

My Traditions
There are artists in my family and I know almost all of them. They do drawing or painting.

I’ve seen some of them. They have some pretty paintings and cool drawings too. 
My brother does drawing and painting. I will sometimes draw with him but we don’t really
do that much. Some drawings and paintings have some meanings to them. There is a pretty
story behind the drawings or painting. If you saw it somewhere you could remember it and

draw it. The paintings bring you happiness or just a calm feeling about the place you’ve
seen.  

You can also draw from your dreams. I do that sometimes when I don’t have anything to
draw. I think that there is something that can be just so annoying for some of the young

people who draw or who are artists. That is school. I think school can get in the way of your
drawing or anything your doing because you just work, work and work until the day is

over. As for me, I will draw in class but I don’t want to get in trouble. I know I can draw at
home, but sometimes my phone distracts me. I don’t know if other young artists have the

same problem as me. 
I hope that drawing and becoming an artist continues for many generations. My advice is

not to let school or other distractions take you away from what you are good at.    
Aubree Archuleta  6th



In my Family we have had many traditions handed down in our family, including Powwow
dancing and drumming. On my dads side of the family there has been one drum group
called Black Lodge. On my moms side ther is another drum group called Hail Creek. One of
my uncles from Taos Pueblo used to sing with the Black Lodge singers even though the
Black Lodge singers aren’t from Taos Pueblo. His name is Rob. All the drum group singers
on my moms side of the family are all from Taos Pueblo. My parents do not sing. My
grandpa from my moms side taught me to sing. Sometimes I like to sing with the White
Bear who are from Taos Pueblo. When I’m with my dad, we like to travel to Powwows.
Sometimes we go watch. Other times I go to sing. I like singing at the Taos Powwow
because it has become a way that Native American people representing all Tribal
backgrounds, can join together to share experiences, reconnect with old friends and
make new ones. It is an opportunity to reflect on time honored traditions while helping
to educate future generations of dancers and singers. I want to keep singing, drumming
because it is fun and I want to teach other kids to sing and dance.    

7th

Grade

MY FAMILY
TRADITIONS
DEVIN HISE
7TH GRADE

   
 

Drumming Photos: students personal collection.. 



My Traditions
By : Katie Concha  7th grade

 The traditions in my family are really special to me because some of them are really old and have

special meanings. Some of my family traditions include baking, sewing, beading and painting. My

grandma does beading and dances the Jingle dress Dance. My grandpa and uncles are painters. My

aunt sews. My mom bakes. I know how to do all of the family traditions. The one I like the best is our

tradiiotnal Jingle Dress Dance. I have been dancing since I was 3 years old.                                                              

I enjoy Taos Pueblos feast day, which is on September 30. On September 29 all of the family

members go to our Pueblo house and we bake all kinds of food, like pies,  bread and cookies. On

September 30, we watch the races early in the morning. Then after, me and my friends go to all the

stands that are set up in the Pueblo. We walk around  before the clowns come out. Afterwards we

like to watch them climb the pole. After they are done, we invite people to our Pueblo house so that

they can eat and visit with us. 

     My favorite holiday is Thanksgiving. I love all of the food that we eat. I like it because we say a

long prayer before we eat, to say what we are thankful for. I also like Christmas. I love Christmas

because we all get together on my dads side of the family. Each year, one of my family members  

hosts our get together at their house. We bring all the presents to their house. First we eat,                                          

after we finish eating, we open presents. After we open presents we play all kinds of games.                            

I want to keep the traditions going. I plan to teach them to my children. Hopefully they will teach

their children.  I really enjoy all our family traditions because I get to see my family. Not only do I get

to see and spend time with my family, but I also get to meet new family members. I also get to

participate in some traditions that have been passed down from generation to generation.  I hope

to keep all the traditions I talked about going. 

 

MY FAVORITE FOOD TRADITION

Fry bread is a tradition that has been in my family for a long time. I like fry bread

cause its so good to eat. I like to eat fry bread wih home made red chili.You can put

powdered sugar and honey on fry bread. Fry bread is usually round. But it can be

different shapes.  My family has fry bread all the time. My grandma, my mom and my

aunt are the ones who make the fry bread in my family. I hope this tradition

continues.

Dex Hudson 7th grade 

Fry bread photos courtesy student



7th Grade
Anastasia Quintanilla

My Traditions  
 The traditions in my family matter to me because it’s been around for a
long time and I plan on passing it down to others. My traditions include
sewing, painting, pottery, jewelry, and moccasin making. In my family my
uncle likes to make moccasins. He’s been doing it for a long time and he is
very good at it. My mom likes to paint. She’s really good at it and some
days I want to paint like she used to. My grandma likes to make pottery
and she is really good at it. I like to sew. I like to sew because it is really fun
and it’s something that I’m pretty good at. I used to like beading and
jewelry when I was younger but I’m not as good at it anymore because I
haven’t done it in a while. One of my favorite traditions is probably making
pottery. My favorite part of making pottery is making the desings on
whatever I’m making. I learned how to do sewing, pottery, jewelry and
beading from my grandma and my Tiwa teacher. 
  I also like the traditional food that my grandma always makes. She
makes the best food like chili, posolè and fry bread.  My grandma has
always liked to teach me to cook and I always like to help her. We make
traditional foods on feast days. I have been helping my grandma cook
since I was about six years old.
  Another thing I like are the many things we can do at Taos Pueblo. I like
the many types of traditional dances at Taos Pueblo. I have never
participated in the dances but I love to watch them. I like our language
which is Tiwa. I don’t know a lot of Tiwa but I think our language carries our
culture values and our culture doings. It is a very nice language. I like to go
swimming in the river at the pueblo with my family or friends during
summer time. 
  My family traditions have been passed down from generation to
generation. I plan on passing down the traditions to others. I will continue
to show others how to sew, make pottery, make jewlery and cook our
delicious traditional food.  



Navajo Traditions
           

by: Hunter Chavez  

There are four clans we belong to in the Navajo reservation.
The four original clans are the Kinyaa’áanii (The Towering

House Clan), Honágháahnii (One-walks-around Clan)
Tódich’ii’nii (Bitter Water Clan) and Hashtł’ishnii (Mud Clan).

There are many more clans that have been created. My family
belongs to Deer Spring and Salt Clan. My dad explained to me

that the clans were made so that we can know who we are
related to within the clan. This prevents us from getting into a

relationship with someone who we are related to.
Tradition on the Navajo reservation is very common because
of the stories behind it and the tradition of the dances is very
important because it heals the Earth because of the stories. 
It’s important to continue to do those traditions because you
carry those traditions to the future. I plan on continuing the

traditons that I have been taught.  



Alot  of my family has been in the Military. My
grandpa, my stepdad and a lot of my cousins have

been in the military. The one that we remember the
most was my grandpa, His name was Charlie. My

grandpa has since passed away. I don’t remember
what war he served in or anything like that but he did

come home alive and well. He lost his finger in the
war. His finger was blown off by a grenade in a ditch.
When he was back from the military he was at home
chopping wood. He accidently cut his finger. So he

lost two fingers. I did’t get to know him, because I was
not born then so these are all stories of him that my

mom told me.  
It turns out my stepdad was also in the military. He

fought in Iraq so he spent most of his time in
Germany. He also has a lot of stories. I am thinking

about joining the military as well. 

My Family Tradition
James Vigil
 7th grade



WELCOME TO 8TH GRADE
MRS. CLAireen S. Espinoza 

My Traditions 
My traditions are getting together with my
family on special days such as, Feast Day,
Birthdays and sometimes other cultural

days. These days my family and I like to cook
and bake good food for everyone to eat. 

When there is an important event that goes
on in the pueblo such as Feast Day

(September 30th) our family tradition is
cooking or baking the day before feast day,
then in the morning we like to go watch the
races. After that my family goes back home
and prepares the food. The kind of food my
family makes on this day is red chile, posole,
potato salad, oven bread, and other stews
and deserts. Once we are done setting the
table me and my family sit down and eat
until it is time to go down to the pueblo

again. After my family and I are done eating,
we go back down to the pueblo and wait for

the clowns to climb the pole.       
While we are waiting I like to walk around and
see the stands and the different things you
can buy. Once the clowns come out me and

my family stay at the pueblo until
everything is over and we go back home. 

Another tradition me and my family have is
getting together with someone in our family

on a birthday. My Family likes to invite
everyone in our family to celebrate. These
are some of my traditions that my family

does. Why this is important to me is because
I like to see my family come together and

celebrate on this day. It also is important to
me because my family has done this

tradition since before I was born. 
Taya Concha 8th Grade

TRADITIONS 
On September 30th I went to the races

early in the morning at 6:30 I got ready to
go out and race. It was a little cold in the
morning but it started to warm up. It was

finally warm when I got back to the kiva but
then we had to go wash in the river, it was

cold. 
After that, I went to my mom’s to get

ready and go down to the village. Every
elder is dressed in their nice Indian clothes
like beaded moccasins and ribbon shirt and
leggings not many kids wear that some just
wear regular clothes. There are all kinds of

non-natives that go to the village on
September 30th. They all just line up at the

vendors to get some food. Some non-
natives like to ask a lot of questions

because it's their first time being there or
don't know what's going on. There is a lot of

War Chief members around the village
making sure the non-natives don't go

snooping around where they're not
supposed to be, like by the kivas or behind
the village some people don't listen and get

in trouble. 
But once the clowns come out they like to
walk around the village and go to village

houses. Families that are in the village
houses give baskets to the clowns. Some

people from their stands like to give things
to the clowns like money, food or other

stuff.
LightningHawk Lujan

8th Grade



Drawing and Sewing 
My favorite traditions are to draw and sew, I like art and to draw and I can draw

people and the scenery and other things. It's fun to draw and it's calming to do but
when I get into my drawing it will calm me down and make me forget everything, I

don't have to worry about anything just drawing. I like to draw things that I love and
when I draw, it comes out pretty and I love it when other people and my family like

my drawings, it makes me happy when they like my drawing because it takes a
long time to draw and it will take time to draw but just do what you see and feel

inside you, then draw it. 
Drawing can get you to design ideas for sewing and sewing I can do. It's hard

through but I can get it done and I learn how to sew when I was little and my mom
and sister showed me how and it was cool and I wanted to do it, but I didn’t know

how and my sister kept showing me how to do it so I got the hang of it.
Now that I am older I can sew skirts and other stuff and it's fun to do like when I
draw and it is fun to show everyone and how surprised they are at my work. It

makes me proud that I learned it from my family. Sewing is fun but hard too, and
you can get hurt from it but at least you get it done so you will have a finished piece
later. Just like drawing, get it done, don’t worry about it. Drawing and sewing can be

a tradition I can teach someone else in the future. 
Starlene Chee 8th grade

 TRADITION
When I think about my traditions, I always remember my time at home when my

grandma was still living.  My grandma always made Thanksgiving special, I always
looked forward to her red chili and fried bread. My job was to set the table for the

family. When I think about Thanksgiving I remember when my grandma would make
her red chili really spicy hot! 

Hayden Antonio
8th Grade



Photos Courtesy students. 



                         Kale Concha 8th grade

                 Our community
In our community we like to do a lot of stuff like eat and get to do Traditional

stuff and my favorite ones are May 3rd and San Geronimo. They are my favorite,
and the reason is we get to participate in the morning races and at the end we

get candy. In San Geronimo we get to go see the booths and it is cool to see
friends and family. 

In our community we pick up trash at the pueblo and help with other things, the
culture is also nice and there are some famous people at Taos Pueblo like    

Robert Mirabal and a lot of other artists. Some of the crops that grow here are
corn, beans, squash, pumpkin and Taos Pueblo is also roughly 1000 years old and

we continue to farm.  
After I fulfilled becoming a man while committing my time and effort in the kiva,
I am happy that I was able to partake in learning about my traditions. I am proud

to be a Native American as well as celebrate my culture where I could be who I am
because I love being Native American. I can do so many things in my life and help
with traditional doings in my community. I look forward to becoming a leader in

my community..

Photos Courtesy Student



My tradition starts at home with our family pueblo
house. It says who I am and where I came from. Our

family pueblo house has been around for a long time
since my grandma was small, and my mom talks and tells
me about when she was growing up and she used to live

there with some of my aunties and uncles when they
were small and she would tell me funny stories about

her growing up there with all her siblings.  
On feast day my family comes over to our pueblo house

and we all eat and spend time together because
sometimes we don't really see each other that often.

Most of the time we have all my cousins birthdays at our
pueblo house because it's the only house we all agree on

having our birthdays at. When my whole family is
together and spending time together it makes me

really happy because I like seeing my family happy when
we're all together. Our family is kinda separated and

one of my aunties lives in Albuquerque. My auntie
sometimes comes to Taos for Christmas and September

30th. 
Now that my aunties and uncles don't live at our pueblo
house anymore me, my sister and grandpa and grandma
live there now and it makes me feel happy and grateful

that I live there even if we don't have running water I
always remind myself that at least I have a place to

sleep and a roof over my head. 

Tasha Smallcanyon 8th grade 



Thank you to all our Sponsors! DEAR READER
It is with great pleasure and honor that I present to you, this years 4th Edition of
 Taos  Pueblo Day School’s Literacy Magazine, 
‘As The Eagles Fly’
This years theme was based upon ‘Our Traditions’   
As you read this years magazine I hope it touches your heart as it did mine. The talent of Story
telling is not easy, but your students definitely are ‘Storytellers,’ through their creative
writings and artwork. .
This year I invested in a new computer software, it allowed the option of more imagination and
creativity to bring your students writing’s to life, with backgrounds, photographs and clip art,
in hopes of representing and respecting the Culture and Traditions of the 
Taos Pueblo Community.
 Storytelling is a Cultural Tradition.  
I take great pride in working with all of your students. It feels my heart with much Joy knowing
how important their traditions are to them. In the previous pages you will have read how much,
Family (togetherness), Traditional clothing, food, cultural doings, Feast days, Holidays and
most importantly who they are (Native American), where they live (pueblo house), and their
language (Tiwa), means to them. It’s important to continue to instill these traditions in your
children. For they will be Our future leaders to carry on their Language, Cultural Doings, and
your legacy you leave behind. 
Thank you to the Taos Pueblo Day school and staff for the confidence they have continued to
place in me to create their magazine. Thank you to the Bureau of Indian Education, Title IV
Student Support funding Grant, for your continued support and believing that this project can
continue to be a success. To all the Teachers and staff who continue to guide, encourage and
work with your students, Thank you, you all are appreciated!! And  Thank you to the staff at
Copy Queen for printing and getting the magazine out in such  short notice.  
A big Thank you to all, Taos Day School Students, for sharing your creative talents, expressing
your love of family and traditions. I hope you continue to feel deeply and strongly about your
traditions and culture as you go about your journey in life.

Many Blessings and Gratitude,
 
Paula Martinez 
Taos Day School Magazine 
Coordinator/Editor  
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HOLD ON 
HOLD ON TO WHAT IS GOOD, 

EVEN IF IT’S A HANDFUL OF EARTH, HOLD ON
TO WHAT YOU BELIEVE,

EVEN IF ITS A TREE THAT STANDS BY ITSELF,
HOLD ON TO WHAT  YOU MUST DO, EVEN IF ITS

A LONG WAY FROM HERE. 
HOLD ON TO YOUR LIFE,

EVEN IF IT’S EASIER TO LET GO,
HOLD ON TO MY HAND 

EVEN IF SOME DAY I’LL BE GONE AWAY FROM
YOU

HOLD ON

PUEBLO INDIAN PRAYER  


