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WELCOME 1ST
GRADE

WELCOME 1ST
GRADE

First Grade writings are based on the book Sweetest Kulu. The book
highlights Inuktitut traditional beliefs. When a baby is born all the
animals bring a gift to celebrate Kulu’s life. I asked first grade
students to think about what family member has given them a gift.
We wrote about the special gift and why that person is like their hero.
I wanted to help my student’s see that heroes can be people who are
in our lives and that we need to be thankful for the gifts they give to
us every day.              
                                            Mrs Nola Miller
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My dad is a Polar Bear. He is strong, and
grateful for me. He gives me the gift of joy
and happiness in my life. He gives me
laughter and my mom does too. He is my
hero. 

Austin Cohran

6 years old

First Grade My Grandma Esther is like a beautiful deer.
She gives me the gift of being strong. She
makes me food. She loves me. She shows
me how to be outside. She is my hero. 

Royce Winters

6 years old 

First Grad

My grandma is like a bunny. She gives me
the gift of love and kindness. She makes
me food and shows me how to be helpful.
She is my hero.

Lillian Concha

7 years old

First Grade

My sister is like a baby chick. She gives me
the gift of love. She hugs me. Whenever I
am scared, she stays with me until I am
feeling better. She is my kind heart. She is
my hero.

Kinoah Smith

7 years old. 

First Grade
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My dad is like an eagle. We are from the eagle
clan. He gives me the gift of strength. He tells
me to be strong. He gives me the gift of love
and so does my mom. He is my
hero.                   
                Ella Halleck
                6 years old   First Grade

My brother is like a bear. He
gives the gift of the outside. He
shows me how to cut wood, he
takes me hiking, and we like
going fishing. He also gives me
love. He is my hero.

Kian Kopepassah

6 years old

First Grade

My grandpa is like bear. He gives me the gift of kindness. He
gave me a necklace with a turtle and two arrow heads. He is
kind and loves me. He is my hero.

Prince Hise

6 years old

First Grade My mom is like an eagle. She gives me the
gift of love and projection. She loves me
because she tells me she loves me even
when she is gone somewhere. She projects
me by making sure I am safe. Sometimes, I
get scared, and she takes care of me. She
is my hero.

Axen Hopper

6 years ago

First grade
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My grandpa Mike is a deer. He is like the
deer he hunts. He is smart and strong like
the deer. He gives me the gift of love. He
gives me lots of hugs. He is my hero.

Aaliyah Martinez

6 years old  First Grade

My dad is like an eagle. He is strong and
serious. He gives me the gift of not giving
up. He tells me to be strong. He gives me
love too. He is like the world to me.

River Concha

7 years old  First Grade

My mom and dad are like bears. They give
me the gift of love and care. They play with
me, and they have fun with me. They watch
out for me. They are my heroes.

Caelia

7 years old
First Grade

My mom is like a fox. She gives me the gift
of caring for me. She always helps me by
taking care of me. She helps me get ready
for school and loves me. I love her. She is
my hero.

Rosslyn Snyder 

7 years old
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MAY 1, 2025 

Dear Readers,

I am truly honored to continue collaborating with the students and staff of
Taos Day School. This marks our fifth year and the fifth edition of the literacy
magazine, *As the Eagles Fly*, titled "Our Elders, Our Heroes."

It has been a blessing to witness how your children are evolving into
successful, creative, and talented artists, poets, and writers. With the support
of dedicated teachers who inspire and encourage them, your students are
learning to open their creative minds, embrace their identities, take pride in
their backgrounds, and celebrate their culture. Through their poetry, writing,
and artwork, they share the stories of those who inspire them—such as their
elders, heroes, and role models—individuals who consistently support them
throughout their lives.

I want to express my gratitude to the staff of Taos Day School, the Bureau of
Indian Education, and Title IV Student Support Funding for the trust you have
placed in me to develop and share my creativity in producing the school's
magazine. A special thanks to our local business, Copy Queen, for their  
continued assistance in publishing this year’s edition.

I feel incredibly blessed to work alongside all of you. Over the past five years, I
have learned and grown as an artist alongside your students. I am continually
inspired by the talent of all the students I have had the pleasure to work with,
both past and present. Watching them develop artistically has been a true gift;
for me, the real heroes are the *Students of Taos Day School*.

Thank you once again, and I hope you all enjoy this year’s fifth edition of the
Taos Day School Literacy Magazine.

Blessings and Gratitude,
Paula Martinez 
Taos Day School Magazine Coordinator/ Editor
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Letter from the Editor



30
Photo  Property  Courtesy of : Paula Martinez, Magazine  Editor /Coordinator

Taos Day School Literacy Magazine
5  Edition 2025th

AS THE EAGLES FLY


