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Dear Reader,

Welcome to the 5" edition of the Taos Day School Literacy Magazine. This year’s theme is, “Our
Elders, Our Heroes Students have selected a writing theme where they will ldevelop essays, poems, and stories,
embracing this year’s literary theme, and share their stories through different writing genres and original
artwork, as well as family photos

The art of writing is not a simple task. It includes both technical and structured writing skills. It includes
the tapping into the creative, (divergent), talents of each and every student. Taos Day School students in grades
Kindergarten thru Eighth grade have shared their work with you in hopes that the works will bring a sense of
pride and joy as you read and reflect on the many sentiments that our students have shared.. Student artwork in
each issue compliments student writings and are encouraged.

We would like to thank Ms. Paula Martinez-Mascarenes for her dedication to our Taos Day School
Literacy Project. She has worked diligently to assure that the current layout and publication matches the quality
of written and visual work that is presented in the magazine. We would like to thank the Bureau of Indian
Education Title IV Student Support Funding for believing and financially supporting our project through their
grant process.

We would like to praise the continuous work, editing, and redesign of creative work that the students
utilize to bring you their writings and artwork, that you and your family can cherish.

Most of all without the teachers of Taos Day School guiding the students and discussing this year’s
theme, this magazine would not be possible. Teachers and Staff, encourage students at all levels to persevere
with their writings and artwork, and empower students to publish their work for dissemination throughout the
Taos Pueblo Community and beyond!

And to the Community of Taos Pueblo, this issue of the Taos Day School Literacy Magazine is
dedicated to all Community Elders of Taos Pueblo.

We hope that you enjoy the 5™ Annual Taos Day School Literacy Magazine.

Respectfully
Andrew Haimowitz
Principal

Taos Day School
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First Grade writings are based on the book Sweetest Kulu. The book
highlights Inuktitut traditional beliefs. When a baby is born all the
animals bring a gift to celebrate Kulu’s life. | asked first grade
students to think about what family member has given them a gift.
We wrote about the special gift and why that person is like their hero.
| wanted to help my student’s see that heroes can be people who are
in our lives and that we need to be thankful for the gifts they give to
us every day.

Mrs Nola Miller



My dad is a Polar Bear. He is strong, and
grateful for me. He gives me the gift of joy
and happiness in my life. He gives me
laughter and my mom does too. He is my
hero.

Austin Cohran

6 years old

First Grade My Grandma Esther is like a beautiful deer.

SIPNE She gives me the gift of being strong. She
makes me food. She loves me. She shows
me how to be outside. She is my hero.

Royce Winters
6 years old
First Grad

My grandma is like a bunny. She gives me

the gift of love and kindness. She makes

me food and shows me how to be helpful.
2 She is my hero.

Lillian Concha
4 7 years old
ey e First Grade

My sister is like a baby chick. She gives me
the gift of love. She hugs me. Whenever |

am scared, she stays with me until | am P k.- N
feeling better. She is my kind heart. She is £9% RS
my hero. S _
Kinoah Smith ’ iyl

7 years old.

First Grade



My dad is like an eagle. We are from the eagle
clan. He gives me the gift of strength. He tells
me to be strong. He gives me the gift of love
and so does my mom. He is my
hero.

Ella Halleck

6 years old First Grade

; " gives the qift of the outside. He
?H‘ *'ﬁ%,_ shows me how to cut wood, he
| = takes me hiking, and we like
»r going fishing. He also gives me
love. He is my hero.

S
? My brother is like a bear. He
F;
!

Kian Kopepassah
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6 years old
First Grade

? My grandpa is like bear. He gives me the gift of kindness. He
gave me a necklace with a turtle and two arrow heads. He is
kind and loves me. He is my hero.

Prince Hise
6 years old

First Grade My mom is like an eagle. She gives me the
@ gift of love and projection. She loves me
because she tells me she loves me even
when she is gone somewhere. She projects
me by making sure | am safe. Sometimes, |
get scared, and she takes care of me. She
is my hero.

JANveo

[/ f‘fﬁfj

Axen Hopper
6 years ago

First grade
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My grandpa Mike is a deer. He is like the
Y deer he hunts. He is smart and strong like
J:f the deer. He gives me the gift of love. He
" gives me lots of hugs. He is my hero.

Aaliyah Martinez
6 years old First Grade

My mom and dad are like bears. They give
me the qift of love and care. They play with
me, and they have fun with me. They watch
out for me. They are my heroes.

Caelia

7 years old
First Grade

<
>

My mom is like a fox. She gives me the gift
of caring for me. She always helps me by
taking care of me. She helps me get ready
for school and loves me. | love her. She is
my hero.

Rosslyn Snyder
7 years old

My dad is like an eagle. He is strong and
serious. He gives me the gift of not giving / .

up. He tells me to be strong. He gives me (7 /} 'ﬁ\
love too. He is like the world to me. :
River Concha

7 years old First Grade




My Hero

By Henry Sanchez

- My sister 1s my hero. Her name 1s Holly Sanchez. She

~ helps me do homework and cares for me a lot. She plays
with me, and we like to go on the trampoline. It 1s {un if my
! dad jumps on the trampolme. She gets me stuff for school.
I We play Gorilla Tag and we see each other at school. | love

my sister a lot.

My hero

By Tonnar [olgate

My hero s my dad because my dad helps my mom with her leg. He usad o check
cel iy momTs ler every day. He ski™s and makes hamborgers at the park after sammer
hasebull. He ix fun, He takes me 1o Bio Banche. He is the bosa ar the Ska Vallev. He's
going to the army and he's going to come back when 1°'m 18. | want to be just like him. |
love my dad,

—d!!
a % n;!’
By Zayan Truyjillo
My Hero
My dad is my hero because he takes good carc of us. He | |/ ey

is going to buy us an Xbox. He likes to watch tv with us.
Our favorite show is Sponge Bob. T like to cut wood with | |
him his name is Brandon, and T love him. He calls us

14
!
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every night.



My Hero

By Sammie A Gomez

My Hero 15 my Dad. His name is Wyatt. He is a hard worker, and he works in Angelfire.
He comes home at 5 and whenever he comes, he gives me 2 big hug every single lime.
He is handsome and he is so special. Eﬁ:pmsmzmskxphytuukmgnm in and reading a
book to me. 1 enfoy when he sits with me and watches tv. Tle is always helping others
when they need help, Tlove my dad.

My Hero
By Mariah Lujan
My brother Skyler is my hero. He helps me build my
forts. He also helps me with my homework, and he cooks
for me and helps me with my chores. He is mean to me, but
he loves my cat named Coconut. He likes video games, but
he hates boqks. He plays cool math games. Sometimes he
lets me play. I try to teach him to read but he runs away. 1
love him.

My Hero
By Maika Beartrack

i

My brother Travis is my hero. He takes care of me.
We fight a lot, but I know he loves me. He helps me when 1
fall. He plays with me when we play RoBox, and indoor
army. He went into the kiva, and he will do well in

=5

=

learning. His favorite food is from Subway.

My Hero
By Amber Rose Hise

; 3 My dad is my hero because he is very fun. He
\  takes care of me. His name is Terrance. He is

/’/ interesting because he likes different types of food.
& He takes care of me and the little ones too. He

takes me to the mall, and we work in the pueblo. He

P
B e s y takes care of the little ones for me. On the weekends
we clean our house. We also go hiking in the
‘& mountains and we also go ice skating on the river.

He cooks for me and he built a house so we can live
in. | love my dad very much.

PR ¢
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My HERO
BY HUGO TEDESCO

My mom is my hero because she help me in a lot of
different ways. She cooks for me and she pays the bills for
the house we live in. She helps me when I'm sick and
sometimes she has to go to the store buy me medicine. She
takes care of us, she cleans the house, she drives us to
school, and she brings us to fun places on vacation. I love

my mom. Her name Toma.

My Hero
BY Cecilia Lujan

My Hero is my dad. My dad’s name is Tim Lujan he
does nice things all the time. He takes me to the mall. My
cousin invites my dad and me Lo go swimming. Sometimes
we go hiking up the mountains. He helps me when I am
injured. Sometimes he takes me to the candy store. My dad
takes me to waterparks. My dad is special to me. I Love
you dad.

My Hero
By Emiliana R Martinez

My mom Yvette is my hero. She is my hero because
she helps me with my homework and takes good care of
me. She always does the dishes and [ help her. She takes
me to waterparks. She works at Speedway. She is beautiful,
and polite. She takes me shopping a lot. She likes to take
me to Angelfire.

My Hero
By Isatah Lucero

My Hero is My Brother. His name is Zaki. He is my
hero because he always plays with me. and he is nice to me.
His job is working on cars. He also works on his car too. It
is fun. He takes good care of me. Sometimes he picks me
up and he drops me on my bed. It is fun and I love him. He
helps me with my homework. His favorite color is black
and white. We watch movies and it is fun he plays
basketball with him. We also play catch with a ball. That




My Hero
By Mila Breceda

My mom is my hero. Her name is Sarah Dent. My mom is
my hero because she pays the bills for my house and takes
care of me. She drives me to school every day and goes 1o
the store for food for me. I want to be like her. She is the
best mother in the world. She cooks for me. She takes me
to waterpark. I love my mom!!!

My Hero

By Asher Winters

My big cousin is my hero. His name is Logan Winters.
Sometimes we fight, but we are still friends. We use the
game station to play on fortnight. It’s fun and we win
sometimes and sometimes we lose. We play basketball and
we also play soccer in my back yard. One time T almost got
hit by a baschall bat, but he blocked it and saved me. On
another day T was scraping snow off my roof,, but I slip on
ice and I almost fell off the roof, he grab me and | did not
fall off. He is the best big cousin ever.

My Hero

By Avery Montova

My Hero is my mom, and her name is Clarissa
Romero. She helps do the dishes. She goes to the store. She
likes 1o go outside, We like to go swimming and walking.
We like to go to my grandpa’s house. She works at
Speedway. She is nice. She is very funny. She likes to
sleep. Her birthday is coming up in March. I love her.

My Hero
By Cruzito Escobar
My Mom is my hero. Her name is Jade Gomez. My

and she cooks for us every day. She buys us clothes and

~ - when we need them. She gets us toys sometimes when
- we have extra money. I love my mom!

15
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My Elders M y

¢ My name is Skyler Lujan. My family is from Taos Pueblo. [7
AT C /
L y e — K),_, | come from a big family. My family is very good to each E @E)@

other. My mom cooks for me when | am sick. My dad brings

in firewood so we can all stay warm. @ﬁ@f] @ i )

My family is full of good people, but my uncle Alden is @ﬁ]
great. He takes me hiking so | don’t get bored. He also takes %

me to go get good food form good places. Uncle Alden @E)@ @@

f sometimes takes me to the park so | can ride my bike. He is

(RS - ;i 2 =

always happy to see me and my sister.

My uncle Alden is nice, and | want to be like him when |
l !! ' o— = grow up. He's always happy and | hope to be like that too. He

is strong and | want to be strong like him. My uncle is the

MOM
i iferdi . My family i tty small.
My name is Venah Diferdinando. My family is pretty By: Skyler LURE]

They are good at taking care of animals. My dpd helps me with

Vst

my chores. My mom makes sure that | have lots of fun C) [@an; Yy @ DAD

experiences. My family is really nice to everyone. "= i e e RO

My Sistes.

®

There are a lot of good people in my family, but | really
look up to my sister Namane. She is a great snowboarder. She is
the best because when | am sick, she takes care of me. She s

also really good at her job.

Mly sister is strong. She is also very loving. My sister is a

2

-very honest person. | want to be like my sister because she is

strong, honest, and loving.

FAMILY

My name is David Winters. | am from a very big family. My

By, Venah Diferdinando

My Elders

family is a good family. We all go to Sunday church in the
morning. My family is good at helping each other. My grandpa
helps me when | need help with math homework.

RW There are a lot of people in my family, but | really admire
my great grandma Junita the most. My grandma Junita helps

everyone by cooking food for my family and by celebrating

EVER holidays with us. She also shares her snacks when I'm hungry.
o ; '. 4 . . N My great grandma is a good dancer at pow-wows and was born
I Photo courtesy of student / family : at Taos Pueblo. She is 90 years old.
X My grandma is a great person. | want to be kind like my
Mv Great Grandma Junita

id grandma Junita. | want to be polite like her. | want to be helpful
My Elders

bl like her. Sheis also a very strong person. If | am kind, polite,
is Percy Lujan. My family is from Taos Pueblo. I'm
My nameEHEEE ¥ ¥ helpful, and strong when | grow up, | know | will be a good

from a big family. In my family we always help one another. My

person. By, David Winters

mom cooks for me. My dad helps clean the living room.

There are a ton of people in my family, but I'd like to hoqor
my great grandpa Mike the most. He keeps our family strong
because we meet at his house for the holidays. He is also very

kind. He is brave because he fought in World War two. G

| want to be strong like my dad. | also want to be brave like
my great grandpa was during the war. | want to be kind like my

mom as well. My family is pretty great.

By, Percy Okanee Lujan




My Elders

My name is Zaki Chacon. | am from a big family. My family
is very nice to me and my little sister. My mom Jade helps me
do my homework before a test. My dad Frank plays soccer with
me when | need practice.

One of the people | admire the most in my family is my
grandpa. My grandpa Albino fought in a war. My grandpa Albina
Was a very nice to me, my mom, my dad, and my big siter. He
always helped me when | needed help. One reason why | love
him is because he was brave to go to Into World War 2.

My grandpa Albine fought in World War 2. My grandpa
Albine was always nice to me when | go to his house on

wieek He always danced with me when | was little, He was

nice to me when | came aver. My grandpa Albing uses to do
pushups and they made him strong. | still want to be as strong,

My Elders kind, and as brave as he was. He was a great man.

My name is Alyana Gonzales. | love my whale family. The By, Zaki Chacon
people of my family are good, and we help each other My mom
makes good food for all of us. My grandma Carla makes the best
pizza and | love her a lot.

All of my family members are good people, but | really

admire my dad. My dad cooks breakfast for me. He also goes

hunting ta bring our family healthy food to eat. My dad also
warks hard to make sure we have enough money. | love him for H o N E S T
all of the things he does for us.
| hope that | can be like my dad in a few different ways
when | grow up. | want to be kind to others just like he is. | want
to be honest because he is honest. | hope that | am strong Just
like my dad. My family shows me how to be a good person
everyday and | hope | can make them as proud as they make

me.

By, Alyana Gonzales

My Elders
My name is Kayo Hise and | have 2 big family my dad's
side my family is big helps each other all the time. When | go to
school my mom fixes my bad, so | don’t have to. My dad gets

me and my siblings dinner every night.

My grandpa Philip is kind. My grandpa is very strong in his
faith. He goes to church every Sunday. My grandpa is strong he
wants to go hunting but he can’t because he might get hurt.

My grandpa fought in World War 2. | love my grandpa be-
cause he is kind to me every day. | want to be kind like my

grandpa. | want to be strong like my grandpa. | want to be

strong in faith like my grandpa. He is a wonderful man.

By, Kayo Hise My Elders
My name is Travis Beartrack, | come for a big family, My

family is great. D will vell you abaut my family. My mom helps
me te leam about my family and gur culture. My dad helps me
with my homewark.

| 'want to vell you abaut my grandma Crucita 8
really admire her. My grandma feeds me when | am hungry. My
grandma helps me go to sleep when I'm having trouble.
Grandma Crucita helps my mom too, whenever we need her. |

love my grandma because she makes the best food,

| wanit to be like my grandma because she is kind. She
feads my family. | lkg my grandma because she always helps my
family. My grandma is strong because her knee hurts her every
day, but she dossn't Let that stop her. | love my grandma
Crucita and | want to be kind, loving and strong like her eng
day.

By, Travis Beartrack




My Elders

My name is Riley Horne. My family is from Alaska. My dad

and mom come from Alaska. | love my family because they

always help me. My mom always helps me finish my chores. My

dad used to help me cook.

| admire my grandma Toby because she is the best cook in

the family. My grandma makes good food for us like tamales

and tortillas. My grandma always shares whatever she has with

me.

| want to be like my grandma Toby because she is 2 great

cook. | also want to be like my grandma because she is very

loving. | hope that | can be just as kind as my grandma is when |

grow up.

My Elders

My name is Michael Cortez. My family is from Taos Pueblo.
| come from a big family who is nice and kind to me. My mom
cooks for us so we dont starve. My dad helps me when | get
hurt.

There are a lot of good people in my family, but | really
admire my grandpa Ernest. My grandpa help’s my family stay
together. He help’s my family stay warm in the winter. My

grandpa help’s people who are poor because hé gives them

money.

When | grow up, | want to be nice like my grandpa. | want
to be strong like him too. My grandpa is always helpful because

he is a great man. | hope that | can be like him when I'm older.

By, Micheal Cortez

By, Riley Phillip Horne

My Elders

My name is Holly Sanchez my family is frum Taos Pueblo. |
have a wonderful family with three young brothers. | also have
wonderful mom dad and grandma. My mom tries to take me to
the doctor when 1 am sick. My dad tries to help me when | am
sick. My dad tries to get me to school on time in the merning.

My grandma Merlinda is amazing. She goes to every one of
my basketball games. My Grandma always supports me, and
she always bring snacks. My grandma helps other people too.
Al of my family members love my grandma. | love my grandma
so much because she spoils me, and she is so kind to me.

I want to be kind like my grandma. | want to be strong |ike
my grandma. | want to be helpful like my grandma. | know that
if 1 am kind, strong, and helpful | will make my family proud like
my grandma Merlinda makes us proud.

By, Holly Sanchez
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My Elders i e S m'”’(a&fﬂ'

My name Is Davina Garcia, My family is from Tagos, | come | i -- ‘ NenZ
from a big family they are very polite. When my family gets - ! : ' ' '
semething from someane, they always say thank you. Even
when | don't like what | get, I'm still thankful,

| hawe always admired my grandma. She always helps
people when they get hurt, My grandma used to cook on feast
days. She used to help me with homework. | miss her every day.

There are a lot of great people in my family, but 1 admire
my grandma Grams the most because she was kind. | hope
when | grow up, | am as calm as she always seemed. Grandma

Grams showed me how | want to be when | grow up.

By, Davina Garcia

My Elders
Hi, my name is Taliah Martinez. My family is from Taos
Pueblo, My family is always ready to help, My grandma helps
bake food for events. My aunties bake too.

My mom is the one | admire the mast in my family. When
wie're hungry she cooks amazing food for us. When someone
gets sick, she makes them feel better, When Fm sick, she gives
me medicine to feel better. She also cleans up for feast daysand
for every feast she cooks too.

My mom is loving to our whale family. She is also very kind
to everyone she knows. My mom is alse helpful and hard
working because she learned that from my grandma. | want to
be helpful, kind, and loving just like my mom. | love her sa
much, she the best mom ever.

By, Taliah Martinez

My Elders

My name is Chaske Lujan. My family comes from Taos
Pueblo. | come from a family that has lived in Taos Pueblo for
many generations, we always try to help each other when we
can. Whenever my bike gets flat my dad always pumps it
back up. Whenever I am hungry my mom always makes me
roodles.

| admire my grandma Crucita the most because she
never leaves anybody out. My grandma always took care of

grandpa. She has a hurt knee, and she doesn't complain that
it hurts. She makes the best fry bread in our family, and she

takes care of my baby nephew. [ think she is a great woman.

| wrote about my grandma Crucita because she 1s very
brawe. [ also think that she is the best cook anywhere. | want

M
¥
E
|
d
e
r
S

My Elders
My name is Aria Gala. My family is from Taos Pueblo. |
come from a small family. My family helps me a lot. When | get

to be like her because she is a great person.

sick my mom helps me feel better. When | break something my
dad he fixes it.

One of the best people in my family is my auntie, Sativa.
She sometimes takes me to Santa Fe. When we are there, she
take me to fun places to play. She also takes me te eat at cool
restaurants. | love to spend time with her.

My aunt Sativa is kind, fun, and strong,. | love her as much
as| love my mom and dad. She is the best in the world. | want
to be like her. | want to be strong, fun, kind, cool and brave just
like she is,

By, Aria Gala




Yuno Miles

My Inspiring Brother

By Alreyu Pino

By Allessandro Billie

I like rap music because of the story line behind the music. Rap is my favorite genre of
music that | like to listen to, My favorite rapper s Yuno Miles. He has inspired me to
hopefully become 2 rapper like him. Yuno Miles s one of tha most influential rappers of
our time and is even featured in a Kanye Was! song. Some peogle call him the
G.0.A.T, the Alpha, the Myth, the Legend, or the Sigma.

1 am writing aboul my brother Rick. He is almost 30 and he is a firefighter in Questa,
Mew Mexico. He iives in Questa. My grandma alsa lives in Questa. My brother lives
pretty close to my grandma. Sometimes | go to Questa and hang out with my brother
and my grandma.
During his childhood and into his early adult years, Yuno Miles wanted to be an actor.
He wanted a career at Nickelodeon. He thought he got offered roles in some shows
through Nickelodeon, but he soon found out that they were fake offers. It was not
Hickelodeon. It was all just a scam. He realized at thal point that he needed o bacome
maore popular. That is when he decided to become a rapper.

My brother started being a firefighter 10 years ago. | lock up to him and what he
does. He Is one of the firefighters who puts out the fire by using the hose on the
firatruck.

The reason he inspires me is because | think firafighters help nature by putting out fires,
I want 1o ba a firafighter because | want to help put out fires and extinguish buming
houses to save peoples homes. | also want to drive the fire trucks and use the hose. |
also want to put forest fires out. | know that | will have to try their training and see if |
can be a firefighter too. | want to save people 5o they don't die of getting bumed or not
being able to breathe.

His career started off rough. His mem kicked him owt of the house when he made his
first song. Some of Yune Miles’ songs were shut down by many companies because of
the way his voice sounded, bul that did not stop him. Heney Bun, Hong Kong, and
Martin Luther King were some of his first songs in his career. Since then, he has writtan
and produced many more sengs. He revolutionized the rapping industry and will be

i knewn as ane of the greatest ra of all tima. Ha also likes to hunt during his free time. He is a pretty good hunter., | think hunting is

cood, Maybe | could ge hunting with him seme time. One time he killed a deer and put it
on the back of his truck then he drove to our house. He guited the deer at our house. |

ook up o Yuna Miles. He will do whatever it takes to be successful. His career hope 1o become a firefighter and ba a3 great a hunler as my brolher.

started off rough, but he kept on trying. That is why he is where he is loday and that is
why | want to become a rapper just like him. He never gave up and that's wiy he
inspires me.

Julia Gisella
By Ava Caoncha

The parson that | admire is Julla Gisella. Julia is an artist who draws people.
When she is done drawing, they always look great. Her artwork Is amazing. | want to
learn how to draw like that.

(look up how long she has been doing this, and what inspired her lo do this type of art
and what other type of art she does)

Julia draws people to look like characlers from mavies and animals.| want to draw as
good as her. | draw flowars and trees. | want to leam how to draw body figures like
maniking and people wearing dresses. | want to leam how Lo create cool charms.

Evenlually | want to start a shop to sell my paintings, charms and jewelry in Las Vegas
Nevada. Julia has a youtube channel, but | don'l want to have a youlube channel, | just
want 1o draw, make pottery, make jewelry and charms. | hope to be as great an artist
and be as successful as Julia Gisella.

£

My Thama
By: Caleb Sandy

My Thama name ic Androse Sy, He ic the ons who inspives me becavee he it o hotchot frefghter whe travelr aff
wvitr the LS. He telic me what he ceer in the obher cfader in America He chowe me widser of shaf the ares loabed
ke befare & fire and what the area losks like after they put the fire out. e makec a fot of monsy co he can provide
thingr that are fmportanf hbe foed drinkr ansd things for our hewre.

He v parrentiy a Warchief of Tasr Poeblo. That it & big honor 2 be chocem to be Warchief. Come of bir dutiec
include helping arsvnd oot Parbly ard helping with the ecanfe that happan in Taee Pasblo. Sometimes he and the
ether Warchiofr patrel the arga of the pashly to make ture sverything /v cofe.

Whhen T get elder T would bke to become a Hotrhot Firsfighter bke mg Thama becavce IT be able to help peeple or
animaly in 8 wildfire. [ hope that one dug I get ehoctn to be o Warchicf bkt sy Thame. T wianf to make alot of
money ke my Thama o I eam provide thingr thaf are important for my famiy.




Cristiano Ronaldo
By Cassia Tedesco

One person | look up to is Cristianc Ronaldo because he
has really good soccer skills and a unique playing style. He is a
really kind person. For example, he seld his trophy and donated
the money to kids. The trophy Cristino sold was his replica of his
2013 ballon d'or with cancer. He has won a Iot of trophies.

| also look up to him because of
what | have read about him, he is
fit and healthy. He just turne
players retire by this i
that's why he is so hea
like Cristiano Ron

Grandpa Manuel
By Otés Banteah-Sancy

My grandpa Manuel has been inspiring to me and my brothers. He was
respected by everyone he met, The reason why I chase him is becouse he
sadly passed away on May 20, 2024.

My dad really liked him. He helped my dad be the man he is today. He
inspired me to be the way I am today. He made tomahawks and bows and sold
them, He showed my dad how to make them, and in furn, my dad showed me.
This has inspired me to try to make stuff out of wood, rocks, and leather,

My grandpa was a respectful man and was well knewn, He had three children,
my auntie Mere, my auntie Cheryl, and my ded Manuel, My grandpa was fun to
be eround. I liked to watch him work at his workspace at my grandma's
house. T miss him.

Rest In Peace Manuel Sr Sandy

In Loving Memory of Manuei Paul Sandy Sr.
Hushand. father. grandfather, great grandiather
Famusary 12 1942 - Mav 22 2024

By Sam

My dad warks at CMS, He is the director of CMS., Some of
the roads for people to drive on building wew buddings for the Taos Pue
mew signs for wew roads, He tells bis employees bote ta do seuff. When it suows at Tass
Puebla, be and his evew clear the swow off the roads,

Some af the projects be has worked on are the new police station and the new library, He
also worked on the new road beiween Spider Rock Road and Litile Deer Hovn Road. He's
also working on building a new road by the clinic.

The reason why my dad inipives wic i becawse be belps Taos Puchle with a lot of things. He
belps build roads. That's just ali I know for now and be is my dad. He also feeds me, looks
after me and mort of all be vaised me and be still is to this day.He does everything and
anything be can for me the Pueble and bis peaple of Taes Pucbla.

Favorite Role Model

My favorite ok model is Amelia Earhart. She is known for her eourage and
determination. She is my favorile role model because she gave women courage to fiy.
She once saki “the mast dificult thing is the decision to act, the rest s tenacity, You can
do anything you decide to do with passion.” This guote has inspired ma

Amelia proved that women could do what men eould o by becoming a plot..
She was the first woman Lo My across the Atante Qoan in 1922, Amedia and her pilot
mysteniously disappeared on July 2, 1937, They wene never found. Prior io hor
disappearance, Amelia was alsa famous for becoming the first vice president of the
National Asronautic Association,

I bacirmae interested in becoming a pilot because you GBl to 566 the world, | want
fo eventuslly become a pilot ke Amalia,

My Role Model

By Ruth Coriz

My role model is my older sister Penny. She is 18 years old and
lives in Albuguerque NM. Penny inspired me to play sofiball bacause
she has played all her life. She has always been a pitcher. She
started in coach pitch and moved on to majors in litthe league for about
2 yaars. During this time sha pitched and worked hard to get bettar.

Panmy tore her knea when she was about 12 or 13 during a
game. She had to take a break from softball. When she got better,
Covid hit and everything closed down. After some time things stared
opening up again. She started playing with Taos high school. She
played until her senior year,

During her freshman and sophomore year she started on the
junior varsity team as a first baseman and a pitcher. She got moved
up to varsity for her junior and senior year. All she did was pitch which
helped her continue o get bettar. During her senior year she rolled her
ankle at the beginning of the season but she still continued to play
softball.

| started to play when she was in little league. | started playing
t-ball and started moving up. When | was about 8 or 9 | started in the
majors because thera wera not enough gifs to play on a minors team.
After that year | got moved down to minors, then next season back to
majors where | have been playing for my last year.

Penny has helped me with pitching. She helps me when | need
someocne to pitch to me so | can calch. She has helped a lot of girs
that have baen on my team before. Sometimes when she comes
home to visit we will go cutside and throw to each cther or hit off the
tee. Penny has been my biggest inspiration since | was just a little kid
and when | first started playing softball. | will forever look up to her.

up even when things ger
get things you went in life,
geod job and get a ot of money,

¢ like my bike tires and my gome systems. He
car. He is showing me how to work on the engine of
ching me how to drive of the pow wow greunds sa Il be ready
ers license test. He says not o be seared of driving, He has tought me
mary other things so when he's not here T can fix things, He alge goys nat ra be
scared of death because it is part of life, He soys when somebody in your family
passes away, you have 1o be strong.

My dod plays basketball with me. We play videe games like Marie Brothers, Smash
Bros Ultimate. We also pley NES games, SNS games like Ninja Turtles In Time,
Alien and Strike Force. We phay seme other games tes.

My dod is o goed provider. He takes care of my boby sisters. He brings in the wood
and builds a fire for uz to keep v warm at night, He also helps me with my
homewerk if [ have some. He cooks for us sometimes,  Thank you ded for always
being there for me and spending time with me. I hope to be ag good a father ag my
dad is.
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MY FAVORITE ROLE MODEL

By Jade Martinez

I will be wriling about a family friend who was also my 5th grade teacher. Her
name is Ms Sonya F Romero. She inspired me to become a teacher cne day. If | do
become a teacher, | want to become the best teacher possible. Ms. Sonya was and slill
is my favorile teacher

When | was in her class it was the best school year ever. We had so much fun in
her class. Sha would let us joke around while doing our work, She would randomly get
us presents, If we were having a bad day she would take us to the back reom and talk
with us about what's going on. If we were having a really bad day she would have us
take a nap in the back room or sit back there for a while until we were a bit better.

| remember a couple of times when we would joke around. One of the timas that
| remember the most is when one of my friends was pretending like they didn't know
how to count. We all starled counting to ten, We were trealing him like he was in
kindergarten. That was just one of the limes that we joked around.

Another fun time was at the end of the year when we had field day. Ms. Sonya
was sitling under a Iree with Ms.Jen the fourth grade leacher, Al one point we all wenl
up o Ms. Senya and hugged her while we were all wet. | had so much fun thal day. She
evan got us gifts. My gift had a water bottle, some gummy nerd clusters, and a dog vs
squirrel plush. That was another one of my lavorile days last year.

One of my favorila times was when we were leaming about the stars and
planets in science. She had us do a project aboul our zodiac sign. We made a
slideshow about our zodiac sign. Then wa showed them lo the class on the projector.
She also had us make a dome aboul the stars in the night sky. That was one of my
favorite lessons that she taught us. Another thing that | liked about her teaching was
that she would teach us to be prepared for the grade ahead of us. She taught us ratios
and how to write essays. She also laughl us how to type an essay like we were in high
school

Neow that | am in 6th grade, | dom'l see her as much. | go visit her from time to
lime in her class room. She still talks lo me and asks me about my day. A lot of her old
students visit her from time to ime. Even though some of them are already in high
school and middle school. That's one thing that | liked about her. | liked how all the kids
that she has taught and laughed with still go to see her and ask her things.

That's why | wanl to be just like my 5th grade leacher, Ms. Sonya F Romero,
Ms.Sonya is smart, funny. kind and fun. One day | wanl lo be the best teacher just like
her. | was so lucky o have Ms.Sonya as my 5th grade leacher.

My Hers
By: Lucius Munoz

Someane who has been influential and inspiring to me is my father, The
reason I chose my father is because he taught me what is right and wrong. He
taught me to always do the right thing over the wrong thing, even if it is harder to

e et My Grandma

He is inspiring to me because he told me that when he was a kid he had to By Jazmin Sprague
teach himself how to cook becouse he had to take care of his six younger siblings.
When he was helping his dad af the barn where they used fo live, my grandpa My grandma's name is Bemadatte. She was a head nurse for many years. She retired

: c about § years ago. She cumently fives in Las Cruces, New Mexico. She has always

Nllgh‘l'ﬂ&fdﬁdhﬂﬂ'Wﬂﬂ%ﬁvﬂﬂﬁﬂhﬂﬂﬁ.%hemnﬂﬂwwhmd encouraged me to be the best that | can. | told her | want to be a flight attendant when |
that he get stronger by carrying various things frem ploce to place while helping get older. She has always encouraged me to follow my dreams, Even though we don't
his dod. live close to aach olher. she says she is anly @ phone call away.

When he was older he moved to the “hood™ in a part of Salinas. He ivedinan | \when my grandma was a nurse she helped people on a dally basis. | really admire that
apartment. When he was i highschool, he was a small dude. He soid that when he about her. | remember when | was younger, if | was sick, she would lie close to me and
- = S ' shae would help me get better, Mow that she doesn't live close by and | get sick, she
would go to parties he was careful. Apporently some people wauld fry to drug you gives ma a call on the phone. That always makes me feel better. She tells me what to
and do semething te you. Back then he said peaple called him “Hollywood

do to get betier. My grandma is always giving me advice on how to stay healthy. She
ar ‘sw_ T dﬂﬂ"“h‘ﬂ""““"‘!ﬂ‘lﬁ' called him that, all i " tells me to drink waler and eat right.
did

When | was 7, she moved away to Las Crucas. | still see her once a year and we lalk on

Ome day he tald me something that Iha phone. She is alway there when | need her. The last time | saw her was in Santa
aof work ot - fa. Il was about a month ago. We were packing our things lo move back 1o Taos.
hegpl‘ﬂl.l‘l‘cf ' _awpdl_udg: She had 1o go to the doctors to check on her heart. She told me and my sisters that

when she gels better, she is going to lake us to California for vacation.
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< My Hero: Food IRA HUCKABY 7th

My hero is music
Malina Romann Tih Food

Delectalie exquisite

Music is a musical pleasure. Cut boil fi

The key reason people listen to music lies in the reward center of the q 1 Ly
brain; it is a person’s best treasure. Burger pi7za spaghetti steak
Music helps people with stress, relief, and relaxation instrumentally. Peel steem roast
Music has been a big part of people's lives either struggling physically

or mentally. Heavenly  tasty

Dancing to music is a great way to feel free moving your bady to Lunch

music you desired.
The aesthefic pleasure of listening to music is explained by being
moved or inspired.

It helps me & you and many people too.
V4 |
{ i 47 et
7 f.—". =)
Y e I I
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My hero: Katie. C

She is my hero because she helped me with some
of the stuff going on at home.

We have been best friends since we were born, we | e
are always together no matter where we roam. b ' My‘ mom

~ She shines bright even
‘through the darkest night.

She helped me when I was at my lowest, and I
helped her when she was feeling the smallest.

We tell each other everything like with family. e e there i
* be sun shining bright.
When we are not feeling too cool, or out of town. She is there for me when I

Something happened between us, most of it was need her the most.
from romers or things I'm not going to discuss. She co ¢ for me to scare off

The two of us would always make fun of each the ghDS-t.
other for what we said or did, but we always found
a way to make each other laugh like kids.

By Aurelia Manuelito 7th grade
Aubree Archuleta 7th




My Hero: Hockey  Winterfox Yepa-Lujan 7th

Seeing the rink the smooth ice.

Wonder who will win is a roll of the dice.
Ready for the game getting ammunition.
Excited for the competition,

My team will put you in submission.

SPOR
My Hero : Michael Jordan

Good at basketball but also at baseball.
It took a lot of hours of practice, nothing but net
and ball.

He would donate over 500 million dollars to
charity.

He would gain popularity.

The majority of people think he is not a goat.

I think he is a goat because he’s basketball's
antidote.

And he is the reason why people watch the NBA
today.

mO> 001 L =N

By Elijah Pino 7# grade



My Hero: Carlos Santana -f Amber Montoya

ath

Inspirational to many people and guitarists.
Leading melodic and powerful guitar riffs and solos like a true purist.
Making his music soulful and joyful and virtuoso.
Motivating people to inspire and to play guitar maestoso. Gracious and
Firemen
selfless, skilled
rescue, present, extinguish
heroes, firefighters , paramedic, team

fearless with his music composition.
His divine guitar skills included jazz musician and married to his wife.

Overall he lives a goodlife.

drivers, bravery , fearless
8th Grade bold, courageous
fireflies

Hunter Chavez

My Hero is music Dez Hudson
8th

Music
Jams, Tunes
Playful, Rock and roll, Rhythmic,
Listen, Record, Jazz, Rok,
Soothing, Enjoyable, cool,
Electric, Soulful,
Mesmerising

\\ANIAL - My Hero

L
b L
- Aubree
N ~
3 ~
N & P A A She is very smart. | am
always sad when we
A Friend are apart. Since she
By Anastasia Quintanilla was born | sudden[y
8th grade
iy knew. She would be by
A friend is someone who will always be caring my side all the way
and honest. through. She will
A friend is someone who will always keep a always have a place in
PIOMIIEE: my heart.

A friend is someone who fills your life with
beauty and grace.

A friend makes the life you live in a better and By Katie Brooke J e

Happer place. 8th 1/21/25



My hero, Smii7y/Smitty Isaias Munoz 8th

Smug when he's winning
Maniac when he's losing
Idiotic when he's spinning
Inspiring others to be moving
7 different ways to be fibbing

.@%‘%FWQ{‘ M Yearning to be improving

it mo & fiziurs st amy ol vine.

Psiint me & ride, ok ons g & irill

Psint mo & hiaard for éﬁm o goons 560,

Pretty Plume Rainer
1/21/25
8th grade

My Hero, My Dad
My biggest inspiration and role
model.
He’s like a hero, straight from a
novel.
Teaching me about my heritage
and culture.
Since | was born, he’s been my
life’s sculptor.
I’ll always love him and need
him, my whole life he’s vital.




Letter from the Editor

MAY 1, 2025

Dear Readers,

| am truly honored to continue collaborating with the students and staff of
Taos Day School. This marks our fifth year and the fifth edition of the literacy
magazine, *As the Eagles Fly* titled "Our Elders, Our Heroes."

It has been a blessing to witness how your children are evolving into
successful, creative, and talented artists, poets, and writers. With the support
of dedicated teachers who inspire and encourage them, your students are
learning to open their creative minds, embrace their identities, take pride in
their backgrounds, and celebrate their culture. Through their poetry, writing,
and artwork, they share the stories of those who inspire them—such as their
elders, heroes, and role models—individuals who consistently support them
throughout their lives.

| want to express my gratitude to the staff of Taos Day School, the Bureau of
Indian Education, and Title IV Student Support Funding for the trust you have
placed in me to develop and share my creativity in producing the school's
magazine. A special thanks to our local business, Copy Queen, for their
continued assistance in publishing this year’s edition.

| feel incredibly blessed to work alongside all of you. Over the past five years, |
have learned and grown as an artist alongside your students. | am continually
inspired by the talent of all the students | have had the pleasure to work with,
both past and present. Watching them develop artistically has been a true gift;
for me, the real heroes are the *Students of Taos Day School*.

Thank you once again, and | hope you all enjoy this year’s fifth edition of the
Taos Day School Literacy Magazine.

Blessings and Gratitude,
Paula Martinez
Taos Day School Magazine Coordinator/ Editor
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